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Please read Psalm 27 before reading further in this transcript.

Do you ever feel like this world is conspiring against you? David did. In fact, that's why he wrote
Psalm 27. He was not only processing the reality of his difficult circumstances, but he was also
articulating the framework, by which he would address those circumstances. David writes down a few
key principles for how to handle difficult circumstances and difficult people in this world. Today, we’ll
try to learn from David, as he records this portion of God’s Word. We’ll take a look at both fear and
confidence. These are two opposite states of mind. If you google antonyms for fear, you'll find that it
lists confidence.' So the opposite of fear is confidence. But, interestingly enough, if you Google
antonyms for confidence, instead of finding fear, you find something else. The antonyms listed for
confidence are distrust and uncertainty. This actually makes sense though, because our fears are
often directly linked to our lack of trust. In other words, confidence is all about trust; believing that you
can rely on someone. Being certain of the hope that you have in them. David’s confidence was
deeply embedded in a firm trust in God. That made all the difference for him; for how he lived, for how
he faced his fears, and for how he faced the daily pressures of a world that seemed to be conspiring
against him. Confidence was the key. That's why we list Psalm 27 among the “Confidence Psalms.” If
you are wrestling with fear and uncertainty, then Psalm 27 is “just what the doctor ordered You may
also want to consider reading some other Confidence Psalms, like Psalms 46 and 138.% For today,
let’'s concentrate on Psalm 27. In Psalm 27, David gives us a few key examples of how to face life’s
difficulties. The 1% thing that we need to do when facing difficulties is to...
1) Declare our confidence in the LORD.

a. In verses 1-3, David declares his confidence in the LORD by saying it out loud.
In the face of his fears, David begins with a strong, clear declaration of his faith. In Psalm 27:1 he
says, “The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall | fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my
life—of whom shall | be afraid?” The best way to handle our fears is to keep our focus on God. To be
single-minded. Rather than allowing our fears to distract us from God, we allow God to distract us
from our fears. We flip it around As one author puts it, “a preoccupation with God... and his will...is
the essence...of discipleship.”

David wasn’t afraid. He could say it out loud, with confidence, because of the fact that he was in
close communion with the LORD. The LORD was his light and his salvation; the stronghold of his life.
He KNEW this to be true and it bolstered his confidence. And yet, as humans, we are afraid of all
kinds of things. It is helpful to examine our fears because they serve a very important function:
they reveal where our confidence truly lies.” It can be difficult to admit, but it's important to note, how
our fears point out, what we truly believe and what we genuinely love. They show what we are putting
our trust in. David models for us where our trust needs to be: our confidence, needs to be, in the
LORD. That’s why, in verses 2-3, he can list off the wickedness of his enemies and the war breaking
out against him, and yet, not feel fear in his heart. David ends verse 3 by saying, “...even then | will
be confident.”

b. In verses 4-6, David also declares His confidence in the LORD by seeking His presence.
In his “day of trouble,” while his enemies surrounded him, He presses in toward God. Rather than
seeking after help in other places or coping in other ways, David draws near to his LORD. This begs
the question for each of us: In times of trouble, what is our “go to” coping mechanism? WHERE do we
turn; WHO do we turn to?
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In verses 4-5, David uses four different words to describe the place where God is:* His House, His
Temple, His Dwelling, His Sacred Tent. All of these have a little different nuance. Bible scholars will
sometimes examine specific words like these to determine what time in history a particular Psalm
may have been written. For example, the reference to God’s Sacred Tent makes us think of the
Tabernacle, where God’s people worshipped BEFORE Solomon built God’s temple. However, verse
4 mentions the temple. So maybe this Psalm was written AFTER the temple was completed. If so,
that would mean that this “Psalm of David” may not have been written BY David but rather in honor
OF David. However, King David longed for the day the temple would be built, so he may have been
anticipating that day. So, it's quite likely that David did write Psalm 27. Frankly, it's hard to be certain
either way.

This kind of scholarly debate can miss the main point: WHEREVER God is, that’s where the
Psalm writer wants to be!’ To be IN God’s presence: in His house, in His temple, in His dwelling, or in
His sacred tent.” That's why David wanted to be there, because GOD was there. It's why He seeks
after this as the “one thing” that he asks from the LORD in verse 4°

Now, a good case could be made at this point for the importance of consistent church
attendance... So, let me make that point: every Christ-follower should attend church consistently. If
you are thinking, “Well Pastor Jerry, what does consistently mean?” Well, by definition, consistently
would be weekly. So that would be the ultimate goal to try for. If that seems like a lot, look at what
David says. Interestingly enough, in verse 4, David says he wants to dwell in LORD’s house, “ALL the
days” of his life. Not just weekly on the sabbath, but every day of the week. However, we shouldn’t
take this too literally. David wasn’t saying that t;e just wanted to hang out in God’s house 24/7 and
never spend any time in the world around him." In fact, “It would be a serious misreading of [David’s]
prayer to conclude that he wanted to exchange public life for the life of a...monk. ... what [David]
wanted was to enjoy daily and forever what the Temple stood for — the presence of God.” ™ In other
words, we find our confidence, not by permanently hiding out in the church, but by daily abiding in
God’s presence.

There is a powerful little phrase in verse 4; David talks about wanting to “to gaze on the beauty of
the LORD.” | almost missed this but a book by Tim and Kathy Keller heIped me see an important truth
here. “Gazing’ is not a one-time glimpse but a steady, sustained focus.” ' That's worth thinking about.
When you draw near to God, is it just for a “quick peek?” Or, is it for an extended gaze, for a good
loooong while? : :

When my wife, Debbie, and | spent a day in Paris, it was really amazing to
look around the Louvre. Some of the paintings were just massive. It honestly took
5-10 minutes just to look at all the details on a single canvas! Some were as
much as 25 feet high and 30 feet wide! Some of the sculptures were so incredibly
life-like, you couldn’t help but walk around them a few times and marvel at their
artistry. At times, | wanted to watch them for a few minutes just to see if there was any movement
They looked soooo life-like. Here’s the point: when we find something truly beautiful, we don’t just
take a snapshot and move on. We linger. We stay for a while. We need to learn to do this in God’s
presence. We need to slow down, stand still, and gaze at His beauty. “David finds God beautiful, not
just useful for [answering prayers],” ? but beautiful.
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Let’'s move on to verses 7-12. When facing difficulties, we also need to...
2) Voice our prayer.

In verses 7-12, David switches to the 2" person. He is no longer making declarative statements
about his faith and confidence in God. Now He is calling out to God in prayer. In fact, after having just
expressed that he is seeking God’s presence, He then enters His presence; He goes to God through
prayer. He specifically connects his desire with his action in Psalm 27:8, “My heart says of you, ‘Seek
his face!’ Your face, LORD, | will seek.” | like the way that the New Living Translation says this from
another angle: “My heart has heard you say, ‘Come and talk with me.” And my heart responds,
‘LORD, | am coming.”” Prayer is an open invitation from God to come near to Him, to talk with Him,
and to listen to Him. Seeking God’s face is an |nc1:£ed|bly personal decision.” It shows a desire for
close communion, for deeper intimacy with God.

This deeper |nt|macy is actually quite blatant in verse 10, but it doesn’t quite come across in the
English translation.' Psalm 27:10 says, “Though my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will
receive me.” That phrase “the LORD will receive me,” is powerful when contrasted next to the idea
of my father and mother forsaking me. Some of us can relate to this personally. It is also powerful
because it is the LORD, that is Yahweh (note how all 4 letters are capitalized signifying God’s special,
personal covenant name). He is the One who is receiving him! However, there is even more to it. The
verb “receive” is a particular kind of expression |n1the Hebrew. It's a picture “of a father lifting up his
child with the intent of providing for [their] needs.” = In other words, as David prays and brings his
requests before God, He pictures himself coming to his Heavenly Father, who picks him up with the
intent of meeting his need. It’s a very personal way of understanding prayer.

Verse 11 makes something else clear though, “Teach me your way, LORD; lead me in a straight
path...” David makes us aware, that coming to God in prayer, means not only a1$k|ng for what we
need, but also intending to live God’s way and to walk in obedience to His rule.  Again, this ties in
with an understanding that God is our Heavenly Father; He is to be loved but He is also to be obeyed.
In Psalm 27, David doesn’t just want to be delivered from hIS troubles; he also sincerely wants to
know God better and to learn to live according to His ways ® There is a direct application here, for us
today. When you pray, don’t just ask God to get you out of your current crisis. Seek His face. Learn
His ways. Obey His truth.

The final thing that we need to do, when facing difficulties, is to...

3) Hang on to our confidence!

In verses 13-14, David summarizes his opening faith declaration and his words of prayer, first with
a closing statement and then with a closing exhortation. His closing statement is in Psalm 27:13, “I
remain confident of this: | will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.” | won't just
proclaim my confidence in the LORD today, | will hang on to this confidence. | will stay the course. |
will trust in the unchanging goodness and faithfulness of God today, and tomorrow, and the next day.
For as many days as it takes. And, “I will see the goodness of the LORD” in THIS lifetime. That's what
he means by “the land of the living.” David isn’t just trusting God to reconcile things at the end of time,
in the final judgment. What David is saying here is that God will come through. One way or another,
according to His perfect plan and His perfect timing, | will see His goodness in my lifetime. It's a bold
statement. It’s his closing declaration of confident trust.

'3 Scripture records only two people who saw God “face to face:” Jacob (Genesis 32:30) and Moses (Exodus 33:11, Deuteronomy 34:10). When Moses
asks to see God'’s glory in Exodus 33:18, God explains in verse 20 that “no one may see me and live.” But note Numbers 14:14; Deuteronomy 5:4;
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This leads right into his closing exhortatlon in Psalm 27:14, “Wait for the LORD; be strong and
take heart and wait for the LORD.”” As a guy who has been through a lot of hardships in his life, but
who has also experienced the LORD'’s faithfulness and trustworthiness, David now gives his readers
some godly advice: Hang in there! Hang on to your confldence in the LORD! Your faith is well-placed.
God will come through for you; just you wait and see!” It feels like there should be an exclamation
point at the end of v. 14! “Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD!”

As a closing prayer, consider the words from the classic hymn, “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.”
If you feel comfortable, read it or sing it out as a declaration of your confidence in the LORD. Say it
OUT LOUD. And, not just in the church sanctuary, but everywhere you go throughout the upcoming
week, seek God’s presence. Voice your prayers to Him. Brother or Sister in Christ, hang on to your
confidence in the LORD!

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!

What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!

Leaning, leaning, Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning, Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!

O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!

What have | to dread, what have | to fear,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!

| have peace complete with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!

This sermon was preached at the Evangelical Free Church of Bemidji
on August 25, 2019 by Pastor Jerry R. A. Johnson

'® See 1 Corinthians 16:13. Also, Psalm 31:24 says, “Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.” Psalm 27 and 31 are thematically linked.
The NIV Study Bible, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Ml, 2011, p. 882.
% psalm 26:3 says, “for | have always been mindful of your unfailing love and have lived in reliance on your faithfulness.”



