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Sermon-based Discussion Questions 

“Causing Great Joy” from 12/20/2020 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

SPOILER ALERT: You may not want to read these until 
 AFTER you have heard the sermon. 

 

1. What is one of the dirtiest jobs you’ve ever had to do? 
What made it so smelly, gross, or difficult? Back in the 
time of Luke 2, in what ways do you think being a 
shepherd might have been a dirty job?  

 
 
2. Read Luke 2:8-20 >>> What sticks out to you about the 

shepherd’s role in the Christmas story?  
 
 
3. From an earthly point of view, what is happening in the 

Roman world in Luke 2:1-5? From a heavenly point of 
view, what is happening in Luke 2:6-20?  

 How does the rule of Caesar Augustus compare and 
contrast with the rule of God? 

 
 
4. What do you think was significant about Jesus being 

found “lying in a manger”? In Luke 2, compare verses 
 12, 16, and 20. 
 
 
5. What was it about the shepherds’ message that would 

“cause great joy for all the people”? In what ways has this 
message brought great joy in your own life? 

  
 
6. Pray that each one of us will have opportunities to share 

the joyous news of Christmas this week. How else can 
we pray for each other this week? 
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